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were read eas. Wes. 5 


"ps 27. line 12. for 1 
| 48. line 7. for lavus read Ta. ” 1 
. ö for know read I ; I 
P. 62. line 11. for Jupiter- Hannon read Tupi- | = 
ter- Ammon. | 
P. 72. line 6, for Ifachers read Iachars, 
P. 77. line 12. for Phæten read Phacton, 
| P. 78. line 12. for gowerners read governors. 
P. 81. line 12. for 1/achers read ac hart. 


P. 86. line 16, for Nepthali read Naprhali. 

= 95. line 14. for they, read they neither. 

P. ror, line 5. for themſelves read yourſelves. + 

P. 101. line 13. for and a, read andira. 

P. 102. line 3. for er ve hem read. ve bim. 
P. 117. line 14. for would read a 

: P. 138. line 1. for if once, rad owe 7 5 On 
P. 113. tine 196 hee JJ... "a. 
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r author does not remember to have 
ſieen any ſermons upon the ſubject he has 
ce of, nor heard any preached pro- 
3H feſſediy to his audience. The Reverend Meſſ. 
6. J F. V. V. R. and M. M. will perhap 
be offended at the author, for interfering in 
„ ung to their 
1 - Congregations But this much the author may y 
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preachers will cenſure theſe ſermons, for want: 
ing ſome things that ought to be in . iA 


likely for not wanting ſome things. aer, 
tain.— But as there is no perfection in this life, -- 
the reader muſt take. them as they are. T ED: 


ſhould. have been. two volumes ef 3 
the ſake of form, as this has become the e — 


tomary way of publiſhing. --Rut.it was 
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25 K the clergy ail think it improper 

to preach: to aſſes, the author may perhaps 
---_ ,» publiſh ſermons to Doctors in Divinity, where 

he ſhall have more regard to method, and the 

rules of compoſing ſermons. Every preacher 

ought to conſider the qualifications of his au- 

dience, and preach accordingly. Tho? there 
may be ſome things that may ſeem a little lu- 


into ſome ſerious things deſerving his Hotice. 
Thus much the preacher can ſay for Hipſelf, 
that he was very well pleaſed when he preached 


"the human race. Tliis is at leaſt a negative 


"qualification which ſome preachers are not en- 
dowed with. Endowed with ſald I, they can - 


ing "ſe modeſty. with the flattery of x dedi- | 


.Werous in theſe ſermons, the reader will find | 
them, and had not the leaſt ill will at any of 
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between the ſign and the 1 Gigi: 


and there is always. ſome. reſemblance 


amples, — there. is one in the text, 
Tfachar. is a ſtrong aſs, &c. Truly he 


had much need of rene for he I 
to burdens. 


— The tribe up + bs - were en in 
adive, flothful, and ſluggiſh people :- "Sou 
they hey reſt more than liberty, and 


choſe to be ſlaves, rather than exert. 
themſelves, and aſſert their privileges, 
There was 4 reaſon. for id, — he aw. 
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d reſt pleas. 

for bim; —agreeable to his floth- 1— 
fal and luggiſh diſpoſition. ; Self-inrereſt 
_ Prepailed. more with. kim than, püblie 
yelfare and national happineſs. There, 
are many ſuch aſſes as Aacbar, that 
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| publc\iberty and national frecdott. Our 
hecy in the prefent ten 6 
Iich is uſual in Hebrew writings. Ja- 


cater of the tribe of Tſachar, I need 
not tell my readers any more concern- 
ing tlie oben of this prediction, than 


chat it reſpected a whole tribe of the 


children of Iſrael. It was too well Ae 


rified_ in their after bebariour. a 
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many” have been thus employed fince n 
His * This is a ſhameful monoſyl- 
Jable] when applied to reaſouable crea- 


tures. {| {Mich el with reaſon 
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vauted not ſtrength, but ſpirit: many 
good gifts" are ill beſtowed. Strength 
N activity but debaſes human na- 
A vation of ſlaves is a kingdom 
© N R diſhonourable reſt and 
diſgraceful pleaſure that is eſtabliſhed | 
upon the ruin of common weal. Reſt 
is good, but liberty is better. What. 
was I ſaying !-Reft wbt liberty is 
e e eee, DSL ut 0 
5 62 a 
What can theſes wins mean et 
Var ba- conched down ſo decently un- 
der? They were perhaps civil and re- 
ligious ſlavery. Strange! that ſuch a 
number of rational creatures. ſhould, i. - 
tämely bear ſuch two inſupportable bur- 
dens. — 1 had almoſt forgot that. they 
were. aſſes: —n0 people of any. ſpiric 
could endure ſuch grievous | bondage 
Without complaining. But WhO need 
Wonder at ee 8 aan ſpirited con- 
ditio a? 
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Romans laid on their's ou the other. 
This is at beſt a flovenly character: : 
wiſh it were gone. out he vor 

' ſcripture an aſs is contraſted ich 
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We ente to juſt laws, and fubjection to la. 3 
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Daves. If men through ignorance de- 
generate to aſſes, they will always find 
ſome ready to fix a burden upon them. 
9 Perhaps I ſhall give offence. by repeat, - 
ing this diſagreeable epithet: I ſhall 
lay i it aſide, and inſtead of "Y fign pur- 


Ws bs. thing dignified... 10. 51151 
| The original, word 1 an 19 2 1 15 
bone, which denotes. ſtrength, but im- 
plies leanneſs. Truly all ſlaves are ge- 
. nerally, ſpeaking lean; —all, who have 
not the, enjoyment of liberty are poor, 
both in a political and moral ſenſe. 
There i is not a word of Iſachar's mo- 
tion in the text; he ſeems to ha 

been ſtrong, but not ſwift; like all 
people under ſlavery, not fit for buſi- 
nels. He loved reſt and 6 ws and. could 
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rich. hire: is never a briſk trade but 


among 4 free people; for altho? flaves 
may be able 3 Work for riches, yet 


they | know not how to uſe them. 
Wealth does 685 conſiſt in Specie, but. 
at ight circulation: flaves are indiffe- 
5 how it is. They have not a true 
ſenſe of property, nor Juſt notions of 


right, and therefore want the ſprings. 
of action, which only can keep reaſona» 
ble creatures in true motion, 
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through” long uſe and habit men Will 


ſtoop to! take on their own. burdens. 
1ſachar # ftooped” down,- well did he 


deſerve a heavy burden for- bis mean- 5 
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/ Slavery i is a juſt reward to ſuch as 
pra, give up their natural rights 
and privileges: ſuch as do not value 
freedom and liberty deſerve to be ſlaves. 
It is finding fault with the conduct 
of the Almighty to give up bis prero- 
gative to his creatures. Such as volun- 
tarily give up their rights and privi- 
leges given them by their maker, and 


ſudmit 0 a human yoke, are. . 


give up their truſt till ee hog 
quire it. Our firſt parents ruined them- 


ſelves by ſubmitting to a new; n. 


When men are conquered; 
to ſubmit, it is no er e . mY 


providence ; but when for private in- 
reteſt they give up the public nodes 
fare, they ſhew themſelves erg, 
of the protection of Es 5 fe 7 
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two burdens of civil and religious op- 
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| the will. Ina land of layery, where 


abſolute power, there is but one public 


will in whole nation, — Lat leaſt it is 
a mere chance if many agree with the 


legiflator. The prince is "mightily. de- 


ceived if he thinks the ſubjects obey | 


him, for there is no true obedience, 
but what proceeds from the heart. 7 
ſachar's burden is hinted at in the fol- 
following verſe; He betame a ſervant 
to tribute. He was made à ſubject to 
civil oppreſſion. It did not happen all 


at once. The mind will remonſtrate | 


againſt” bondage till the paſſions ſooth 
her aſleep; it is a work of time to 


\ make men perfect flaves, and it is or- . 
dinarily ſome leading paſſion, or two, 


that make them ſo. Love of eaſe and 


love of pleaſure have denen many 
thouſands | into > fey.” w FO AR 
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likely purſue the ends of true liberty 
They ga not to other countries to take 
poſſeſſion of their lands, but to bring 
home their riches by fair trade and bur 
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in purſuing their rarious and proper obe 
jedts, according ag nature direas and 
requires, it will be a miracle if men de 


r 3 


dens. Nations that , do, not look. far - 
ther than their own. - boundaries, and 
their original diſtrict, will in time turn 


£ ſlaves, And ſuppoſe they ſhould; go 


to / purſue trade and buſineſs, 
unleſs. it be with, a deſign to bring ſome· 
thing home, they will remain the lame 
people. There have been many that 

baye made emigrations yet have carried 
ſlavery. along with them. Thoſe who 


look abroad for trade, to bring home 


riches to their native country, will moſt 
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ſineſs. Such as have a ſenſe of bes 
property in their o country will lee 
e of it at home or abroad; 
hen they by diligence and induf- 
bro make their fortunes, they will en- 
deavour "Res it ann add to . 
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gious oppreſſion, hold all nations in 
bondage where they prevail; theſe are 
laid on by the power of Princes; and 


the welfare 


the Prince and the Clergy: act in con- 
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boured him with church cenſures, aud 
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a property. In, Popiſh countries! the 


caſe! is much the ſame; chere is only wy 


his difference, the Magiſtrate | lays on 
Pee 7 burden, and the ; Prieſts lay 
be | ſaid to be two, | becauſe they re- 


ſpect o different policies the Ma- 
giſtrate has alſo a burden laid upon. 


him by the liel by 4 a 
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3 caſe the King: ſhould. not Fe {+ 
tractable as they would require, they 


were Wont to have a method 0 nale 
him bear his burden patiently. T 


threatened. him with deprivation, But 
of. later times Princes have become . 
obſtinate, that they have bruiſed -t 
Pope's foot againſt the wall, and al- 
moſt kicked him off; for he had al. 


we eee. When: he laid on 
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burden to get upon the top of it. 
Soon may all the Kings of Europe ſee! 
their ow intereſt, and totally reject his 
authority. The common people are 
rn ſtill oppreſſed with tuo 
burdens; The Prince lays upon them 
a burden of taxes at his pleaſuffe, and 
the Clergy fix another to make it bal- 
lance fairly. And they are ſo much of 
| {Hachar's character, that they volunta- 
* np and en > on een nen 
LP ahind banden of civil! pee is 
contained ſo much as the Prince hath 
need of for all the purpoſes of his 
pride and ambition: and if it be the 
fame in all countries where arbitrar7 
government prevails, this bürden will 
com̃ptebhend item for all things that 4 
man polſefſeth. This was once the 
burden of Britain, during the unhappy 
reign of the A: : It contained in. it 
a... erer 
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ſeveral. POE fark, as tonnage and 

poundage, licence tO. dr eſs meat, (patent 7 
for ſoap, cards and dice, and pins, i&c 
This burden was fixed upon the Gabe 
jects by, the royal prerogative ;i it was 
encreaſed and alleviated! according to his' 
majeſty's.. gratious pleaſure. : This was: 
a very grievous: burden, for it extended 
to all, the neceſſaries of life. A chriſ. 
tian could not call his head his own, 
without paying for it, nor durſt any 


ſubject ſuffer the ſmoke of his chimney. 
to, aſcend, towards heaven, without pay- : 


tg the King for chat pri- 


vilege,, The King. of Bricain was chen 


the prince of the power, of tbe air, as: 
well as King of Britain and Ireland. If 


5 all nations here the Prince is arbitrary 
have ſuch a burden impaſed upon them, 


they had.,nced; of, much ſtrength, ande. 
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. thoſe nations where! Parking: pre- 
rails; there is à burden of religious ſla- 
very laid upon the people by the prieſts: ; 

Oi this conſiſts of item for all things i in 

heaven and earth „together with. a ſe- 

=  . vere reſtraint upon the conſciences of 

—_ men, not to think or act contrary to 

= the judgment of the church. This bur- 
den contains ſeveral parcels of very on- 
derous goods: ſuch as the canons of 
the church, the decrees of councils, the 
;nfallibiliry of the Biſhop of Rome: all 

theſe, men muſt receive, however ab- 
fard they. may appear to them, upon. 
the pain of purgatory, or hell- torments 
for ever. In a word, every man in 
chat communion muſt believe almoſt e- 
very thing but the ſcriptures, which. 
©. indeed ee excluded from my. 
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In caſe any who have theſe burdens 
laid upon them prove any way refrac- 
tory or perverſe, they are put in mind 
of their duty by very powerful argu- 
ments. The holy ce of the ingui- 
tion have ſeveral ſpurs for ſuch per- 
verſe aſſes as will not bear their bur- 
dens with patience. They may kick 
and ſpurn as they will, but they may 
as well think of bringing Kome- to 
London, as think to get clear of their 

burdens. As in England there are 
ſchools for trainiug Horſes to learn them 

their exereiſe, ſo they have ſchools 

for training ſuch ,afes as they © conceive 
do not bear their burdens wich pati- 
ence : dungeons, where neither light 


or ſunſhine ever enter; the very picture 


of the manſions of the dead, — tortures 
which furies in council only could 
contfire, ars Here the ſad manitors: * 
. _ of 
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be W to miſerable mortals. 
* Strange that nothing elſe could be 


ſierdity, and confinement reconcile con- 


kingdoms bear ſuch a yoke? How gan 
millions of reaſonable creatures ſubmit 
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contrived to convince the conſciences 
of men, but what is fit for the moſt 
ſtubborn and ſluggiſh of animals! Can 
bodily torture convince the mind? Can 
hunger and pain give evidence to ab- 


Fradiftions ? Kind Jeſus, this was never 
thy contrivance; whoſe law is love, 
whoſe conduct is all merey. How can 


to ſuch unreaſonable ſlavery? It muſt 


have coſt much time and pains thus to - 
have deprived men of their ſenſe and | 
reaſon. The human mind muſt be ca- 
: ble of ſad depravity, to ſubmit 


to teh, 1 
abject bondage and ſlavery. Can it - 


be natural to men thus to — 3 
into a ſtate of brutal ſtupifaction ? o + 
5 _ * millions of m deings, en- 4 


= * a * * * * 
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— 


— 


oe , to fubmir to be treated ike brut, 
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ſiaſm and ſervile ſuperſtition.— But i mn 

there not ſome original cauſe Why men 
degenerate ſo far below themſelves? 
Can perfect nature relapſe ſo ſar into 


barbariey? If all che pri ee ee 

pure, what is the reafon of ſoch a de- 
parture from rationality ? There is a 
-catiſe; reaſon is duped by * e 
3 who have addreſa enough to 
ebene nd de _ will allo 0 overcome 
ay they gue 8 os ahi 


ION Ce ” END * 


hy ne with werd capacities , havin al 


; ſe of choſe — de j making | 
hath endowed them wih: They have 
loſt wa | erg and are deſtitute of a2 
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fend the light of che "goſpel to er 


the eyes of ſuch blinded mortals, that 


they may ſee their own intereſt, and 


affert their own privileges. What can 


Induce men in (ſacred offices © thus 
to play the devil with their fellow- 
ereatures? Intereſt, ſordid ſelf-intereſt, 


is the cauſe. Long hath this principle 


been the ruling one in the hearts of 
the clergy of the church of Rome ith» 
_ Read of pointing out the way of rigk- 
teouſneſs to men, and teaching them 
the way of ſalvation, they have long 
treated them like affes, and kept them 
in ignorance. © Who gave them that 
right? Are not all men equally free? 
Hath not God made of one blood all 
the kindredi of the earth? But thought- 


leſs mortals give up their privileges 


© through indolence and inactivity. What . 
can men do without inſtruction? We 
_ th inants . e We be men; 


Fe 
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| inflrudtion is neceſſary to hit us wiſe. 
Suffer men to follow the firſt... bent of 
their inclinations, and it will he a, mi- 
racle if they do well. But nature is 
not ſuffered to take her own way, 
for if there be none to inſtruct us, 
there will be hundreds ready to ſeduce 
us: bad as men are, they would not 
be ſo ill if they were not. ſeduced: 
Shall parents neglect to inſtruct us in 
. the rudiments. of true wiſdom, and not 
provide tutors to conduct us in the 3 
Paths of knowledge, the world and de- = 
figning men will not negle& to make A 
their own ah,06 90-08 win0h DU 
foul and body. 


"la are vo Conte out or 
the hands of their purſes than they - 
fall into the hands of priaſis, Whuſe 
leading maxim is, that ignorance is the "i 
= * en ho can ** hy. 
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miderfiand' "Pais own —— #4 
firſt who gave up their privileges 9 


_ neglefting to follow after true know- 
. ledge, juſtly deſerved to bear ' a heavy a 
burden; — but what ſhall be ſaid of their J 
. - unfortunate children, who through their | 
| 


. negligence and inactivity are trained up 
in ignorance, and know not how to de- 
liver themſelves? Could not the dio- 
. tates of nature have directed them o- | 
”  therwiſe? Could not the law of we 
4 —- heart have admoniſhed them ne 9 
= ſuch abſurd ſeduction? Alas! men are 6 
capable of being inſtructed, but cannot 
learn without teaching. But how ſhalt 


we vindicate the conduct of providence A 

towards the many thouſands of them 1 

chat fir in darknefs? May thould Ki- 3 

= fuffer for the iniquity of their | 
5 Taba? rags not the d e _ 

ot vie | 


ets en Ts 5 l 


and wretched mortals has. been 8 
ſuffered: to continue, becauſe they. 4 
buſed the dictates of common ſenſe? 7 


a; 4,148 


Mou loved. to be 


BY 
AH |; . a Fm, > ; | hs oF 35 8 2 2 ; 505 i 7 
„When men are inſtructed in prinei- | 
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men wrong, without in ſome Wealure 
ien. Se Late 
in r nature; 
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quick as thoſe of the philoſopher, and 
it requires no more but to uſe them, 
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our Creator. In matters of ſpeculation 


it may be eaſy to lead us aſtray, and 
as to what things are not the objects 
of our ſenſes, it may not be difficult 


to impoſe upon us; ; but to believe ab- 
ſurdity, in matters our ſenſes are judges 


of, muſt be chuſing our own deluſions. 


Suppoſe through our ignorance of 16. 
timony men may miſlead us, yet in what 
comes under the notice of our ſenſes, 
they cannot, unleſs we pleaſe. The 
ſenſes of the clown are generally as 


as to thofe things that are their ob- 
Jetts, to keep clear of ſeduction. Tho 


every man is not able to judge of the 


orthodoxy of a creed, and the truth 
of the canons of the church, yet they 
are able, by the exerciſe of their ſenſes, 
to know that bread is not eſb, nor 
vine blood ; and that the ſame body 
N <1 . cannot 


8 . time. . When. men thus depart Th 
from common ſenſe, which their maker 

has endowed them with, it is but juſt 

to deprive them of other advantages, 


which there is a likelihood tl 
give up thro 


what uſe men would make of better 


— nd n he tries them with 
es, Which they abuſe, he 
vindicates- "Ip ih in with-hold- 
ing others of higher: value, as a pu- 
niſhment of their crime. for abuſing | 
what he hath -beſtowed. — He that is 
Faithful” in little will be faithful * 


in 5 e is LR 


n 5 — » ; 


a as are. 9 h common * 
fenſe, and depart from -it, or give it 
up, but Wl deſerve: to be entruſted. with 

jWOHMEſR truths. * ieee 


gh e as they 5 15 
their ſenſes. The Almighty knows : 
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common fenſe is the foundation of * 
dgefon. Such as depart from, or are de- 
ſtitute of it, could not really be truly 
religious. When we conſider” the ſi- 
tuation of many deluded nations and 
people, we cannot but pity them, but 
at the ſame time cannot hold them 
guiſtiß for giving up their ſenſes. 
Such as have had the happineſs of en- 
joying better inſtruction than others 
who remain in ignorance, upon a little 
to boaſt of. The inhabitants of Tay 
and Spain are not the only people 
who receive ahſurdities. In a land 
where freedom is the privilege, and 
boaſt of almol t every ſubject, „we may 
perhaps find, a tame enough hr r ve 
wo. > Teveral ä 1 F 


xetiowhed' for al bes . 


Nox 
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nation i . is: none eq at . 
upon the face of the earth, that we. 
know of. We have reaſon indeed to 
de thankful to the Almighty for the 
comparatively. free. It matters not Whe- 
ther men become Haves. or are made 
ſo, if they are really in bondage; I 
| ſacher couched down and became a ſlave. 
To the charge of our Sovereign no- 
thing can be laid, that tends ta affect 
our liberties.— But perhaps there are 
You: ſomething in our la that fixes 
a- burden upon ſeveral. of the ſubjects. 
| 18 man intirely free, Who is ubjecden 
to loſſes and diſappointments by/ the 
3 country, on account of his 
religion? Is he altogether a free ſub- 
je, who is faithful to civil goxvern- 
ment, and whoſe principles teach him 
. r * and yet is ane. of fone 
ft 3 | RD 


FR. 
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. .thed of worſhipping. God? Is. he free 


of a burden, who muſt- either ſubmit 


to a teſt act, contrary to the dictates of 


- his own conſcience, or loſe a privilege 


that may redound to the ite. a 
his r Qi, 


0 It an, WH for ſuch as have enlarged 
conſciences to call this no hardſhip, and 
fuch as love to make a monopoly of 
privileges to ſay he may let alone; 
but where then is our much boaſted-of 
liberty, when it only conſiſts in nega- 
tives of this kind? Even this is not 
always the caſe. Shall a good ſubject re- 
fuſe the calls of his King and his Country 
in the time of danger, to help them out. 
of difficulty ? On the one hand he 
might be reckoned, diſa Hocted, and on 
the other he could not miſs to be un- 
conſcientious, Here the laws of his coun» 
ny ak him. e dete and bring 3 


N into a grievous dilemma. A bur | 
den this is undoubtedly, however light _ 
it may ſeem to ſuch as are not imme- 
diately concerned. Can ſuch lavery't * 5 
neceſſary to make faithful ſubjects, and 
good members of ſociety? Or do 85 
ſuch reſtrictions tend to fill places of 
power and influence with men of no 
principle? Strange that men cannot be 
ſuppoſed faithful, juſt, and good, unleſs 
they kneel down before an altar, and 
communicate in a way their conſciences 
remonſtrate againſt. Is not this ſome- 
thing like laying a ſnare for our bre- 
; fen ? There is certainly no reaſon to 
ſuſpeck the loyalty of all thoſe - who 
ſeruple to communieate with the church 
of England, — nor is ſuch a compliance 
any evidence of a true member of ſo- 
ciety, or a good ſubje&t. — T here is 
N reaſon to, ſuppoſe, that perſons 
hg have” been ortieemiſe cauceted, do 
"Not 


5 Kingdoms of this world make a ek. 
2 oe: of yours mul ale 3.1 


not act ſincerely in ſuch a compliance. 
atleaſt it is a great- ſnare to their ho- 


neſty. Can the kingdom of Feſus Cbriſt 


be ſo dependent upon the kingdoms 
of this world, as that it cannot ſubſiſt, 
if any be admitted to civil preferment 
without; giving ſecurity for their be- 


| -haviour towards it? In what: part: of 


the New Teſtament do we find this 


alliance between church and ſtate found- 


ed, ſo that a man cannot be found qua 

Hfied for any office in the one, without 
Firſt becoming a member of the other? 
It is but reaſonable: to have ſome New 


great importance. Arguments taken 


from convenience, and the alteration” of 
eircumſtances, will not bear any weight 
with a ſincere conſcience till once it is 
made good, that the alteration of the 


— ou. 
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4 15 wk POE 0 heat our - 
circumſtances are much altered ſince the 


not, I hope, infer that the laws of 


CbhriſPs- kingdom have undergone any 
alteration. There have been many great 
alterations ſince the Magna Charta of 


England was granted, and yet it is al- 


privileges, and continues unaltered. — 


ſtroyed if this was taken away. The 
New Teſtament is the Magna Obartu of 
the Church, which is the kingdom of 
Jeſus Chriſt; if once we make Incroach- 
ments upon it, then the liberties of the 


uf are at an end. In ſcripture 


account, e r. _ 
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=  #S E R MO Aus 
before any additions are made to the 


laws and rules Jaſus Cbriſt and his 


Apoſtles have given to the chriſtian 
church, they ſhould be proved firſt 
defective and inſufficient and before 


any thing is taken from theſe laws, 


they ought” to be made appear to be 
redundant. If either of theſe can be 


made evident, the divinity of the ſerip- 


ture will be at an end, and there wWill 


be no goſpel church at all. There has 


the increaſe and ſpreading of infidelity, 


and none have made more noiſe con- 
cerning it than thoſe who have been 
the cauſe of it. When Fathers in Coutts 
cis, and biſbops in convocation; have 
made ſo free with the ſcriptures, as to 
add to the worſhip of God, fo many 
wif decent thi ngs, that never were appointed 
by Chriſt or his Apoſtles in the New 
1 ame and at the ſame tie i. 


ter pt 


* 


* * "6 < 
1 7 * 


To As SEA 1 


 *mpt- to prove the neceſſity of. theſe 
| additame nts; — the inference from this 


is yery. | eaſy, nd win, that 1 | 


apy to ce 8 1 once men 


begin Tannen that..is en 


16ll.whow.qbecend; amg ode? Hh ahe: 


chings pertaining to faith and practice 
among chriſtians, and yet been deficient 

as to what is decent and comely in the 
worſhip of God and the ceremonies of 


| the, church ?- What a ſevere reflection 


is this Wr ma n Spirit 5 the 


— — ths Apoſtles of Token Chriſt } 


been, to have no rules of 


their worſhip of the Almighty ? 3 5 
that they ſhould have been ſo exact in 


all other matters of importance pert« 


00 to the e of God, * fon 5 | 
D 45. 
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and not bred. like our madern — „ 
Vet the Holy | Spirit that inſpired them 
certainly knew what was decent and ar- 
| derly j—at- leaſt he knew better what 
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Though whey; were heres 


would pleaſe God, than all the Fad 


R cunvucations that exer exiſted. 
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FSA is no had, merz tg account for 


the: growth of . infidelity, | When thoſe 

who have aſſumed - ſacred functions, have 
made free to alter and add at their 
pleaſure, in things pertaining to religion. 
What could ſuch as were enquiring 
and not Eo ſettled: in their principles, 
1nfer, but that there Was nothing cer 
tain in divine revelation? Is it not to 
uſe men like aſſes, to tell them they 
Hs a de revelation. of was Lan 


jp ” 


A 


"On . A ; 8 TY 
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4 «+» | os 
tion deren; To ſay 


the word of is cite 2 per- os 
kect in all things percaining ro Bead 


neſs, and yet alledge, that it cannot 
ſufficiently direct us into truth, and 


guard us againſt error, unleſs it is ſet. 
forth by ſo many Divines, in #hirty- 


nine articles, or | thirty-three” chapters, 
ſounds fomethin 8 like a contradiction. 


Much need have men to be /trong in 


Fuith, that are thus required to believe 


without evidence? Rome hath gone far 
in the practice of abſurdities, but ſhe . 
never required any other foundation 


but implicit faith to build them upt 
what is not manifeſtly evident from tf 


word of God to every man that is re. 


quired to give his aſſent, can never: be 
an article of his faith: he may be fo 


nt as to believe as the church 


* 
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into apt thus to bree hs . 
fore God? Were chere open acceſs to 
church offices and preferments, to ſuch as 
profeſſed to believe the ſcriptures, and 
were found qualified, ſome might ſtill be 
znfidels, but the church would have o 
hand in making them ſo; — and there 
is the greateſt reaſon to ballivey* that 
iuffdelity could never be built upon the 
daoctrine of the Prophet. and Apoſtles, 
| whereFeſus Chriſt is the chief corner fone. 
Phe purity of the ſacred oracles, when 
immediately preſented to the conſcience, 
is more likely to prevent prevartication, 


| than theſe compoſitions, where. there 


is one reaſon. 10 doubt Woe" wor be 
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55 ee 8 "the poſe attain God 
Mere the only creed of the church, 
. od: how members more * any 


— 


but 26 = s the doctrine of 


tion 8 to be cloathed in a human if 
the mind with - = 


dreſs, it did not ſt 
ſuch reverence and godly fear after 
Wards men made more free with ſin, 
and began to find church auf herity f 
KK committing it. Till at laſt; they dt | 
| Produce. indulgences for almoſt anꝶ kind 3 
_ of;,wickeds %. What influence ch dd - 
articles of religion framed by ſuch nen 3 
have, who, when they were vi 
canans for the church, were f 
alſo licences for all. kinds % immoras). x 


n 


| luye. Even in England, Shin 5 
| - *ficulr. to ſind the ſame author = 
| authorized/the hook of Came, 2 


bets the at: baſs 


ſarbar in the text, who ſuffer ſuch 
. religious favery and abſurdity. to be im- 


I Fs WR Ave: AM next to amis 
mile it infidelity had not gained ground, 5 
when! it received ſuch ſtrength and f ap- | 
from the leaders in religion. Out. 
. abe fene 1h could not conſiſt- 

ently come both bleſſing and curſung ;- 

Iaws: for F religion, and A licence for 1 ; 
of any other charakter but chat of 4. | | 
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oſed upon them? 8 word of Go 


| imperfet, that it cannot direct men in 


all matters of religion, without it be 


_ clothed? with baman invent ions, and the- 


P 2 ths ab 5 He is - 


. che «yoke of Gr. They do not 


erin, and not. auen; not 


yn matters of religion, or to 


* 


_— en Well 5 Har 1 
Is  «deferve to bear a burden of religious 
| derer who do ſo tamely couch down 
and take it on. We ſhall ſeon have 
Ivey: enough -burdens impoſed upon 
us, if we . ſubmiſſively couch down | 
to them: if men but enjoy the exercii 

of common. ſenſe, they will never * 
give up their right of private judg· 

ment to the will of oppreſſors. Ye, 

who, like acbar, for the love of 
4, or the love of plegfure, or for 
x the gratification of | ſome ſodid- pay- 
nn, ſubmit to burdens, as unnatural . 
as they are unreaſonable; be not of- 
ended if your character be drawn after 
. manner of that of his. A, and 
worſe than afes, ſurely you are, wha 
either give up the cauſe of your cgun. 
= #ry, or the rights of your ow can: 
1 . to ciyil or 3 dominaters. 


a > : 


Sire all men the knowledge 
ges, and a ſpirit 
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them. Amen... + 
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ration; but thou haſt yet a numerous 


ET. _ > offpring. in the world : many are the 
8 5 beaſts of burden even in, ebriſtian na- 


tions. Thy ſons, Tfachar, are in the 


church, and in the fate: from the. 
minions of Prime miniſters, ' down to 


the loweſt journeyman of the  by/ſhops 


and clergy, thy Mpring are ſcattered. 


abroad. Thy ſeed fills the houſes of 


nobles, lnights, , and "quires ;_ ſome of 


them eat at their tables, and others; 


ſerve. behind them. There is ſcarce. 
an office in the church, or under the L 


8 Crown, but ſome of thy progeny. are. in ; 


eſſion thereof i in all countries... Court 


I 5 8 and convocation, the church and the the- 


atre, are crouded with thy deſcendants: 
| from the cathedral, down to the ſmalleſt 


 diffenting congregation, ſome. of thy ſons. 
are in place. In all places of public 

| concourſe, the ſons. of Nac har make 4 
arty. \ Whores tall, en any: 
ny | 


' nihabe# of thy Jechilenits? | GRIN 2 ll 
thoughtleſs are men turned, that tlie 
very day bring themſelves under bur- 
den: "WR they Ln gy, + Oe 955 
O 2 
„There are many Verde fixed upon 
us by the ſtupidity of former genera- 
tions, that even theſe who would, cannot 8 
ſo eaſily get clear of them, in our times. 
Heaven grant help to ſuch as are forte t 
to any piece of lla very againſt their „„ 
elination, and ſpeedily give them deliver 
ance. We live under a government where 5 -Y 
_ grievances will be conſidered, if faith< 5 _ 
Fully repreſented, and it is furely our 
own TT, if we bear burdens. T he . 
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1. Gan: his Ie taxes upon 
the poor, which they are not able t 
ar, It needs no proof, for it is is ſuf⸗ 

1 80 abet See of the neceſs 
1 may be; * any — * OY 
neceſſary for the paying of public ex- 
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regard to be had to the ſtrength ry 
the beaſts of burden. 4 
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bear duty better til — Whick 
che poor live. Let all the fuperfluities 
of life pay but why oppreſs the poor? 

Even aſſes deſerve pity—a merciful man 
i 78 merciful towards hit beaſt.” There 
is no reaſoning againſt power, where 
there is no laws to reſtrain it; but as 
we have laws ſecuring our privileges, 
-why ſhould any ſubjects be oppreſfed? 
We may certainly complain with fafety, 
even ſuppoſe we ſhould not immedi- 
ately receive redreſs. One would rea- 
wy" ſuppoſe that there ſhould, be ſome 
. rtion between the burdens laid 
pon the poor, and the dearneſs of 
the neceſſary proviſions; and che quan- 
tity of current ſpecie: one of theſe 
ſhould certainly take place, either to 

have taxes leſoned, -proviſions' chtaper, 
or money more plenty. As to the 
"theory. of theſe matters, or how they 
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All theſe" things the valer de chambre 
#5 | 4 miniſter of fate now: ye than 
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the ſubjects are made to couch 
decon under, for which I can fee no 
reaſon at all. —T o pay for bread an 


wine they never taſte, to entertain pev- 


ple they have no concern with. This 
they fay we are obliged to do by 2 
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at leaſt they threaten us with it, if 
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we refuſe to pay. If i it be Jaw, it is 
perſons” pay Ne - 
other. people's Proviſions, w when they are 


abundantly. able to do it themſelves. 


But why pay for the bread and wine 
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N other . of the year: = This 


is perhaps for FO whole, —Tt is far 


00 much for thoſe who do not make > 
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they are not compelled to eat and dri 
but 0 pay. A Where is the reaſon 
that? If it Was charity it would 
due, but where is the rigbtecuſ-. 
of the demand? I am afraid it ſu- 
yours of a law. that was excogitated at 
Rome many hundred years ago. It is 
reaſonable that every communicant far; 
but why , impoſe upon Diſſenters? — 
Eſpecially ſuch as bare no freehold. | 
Muſt. every houſholder pay for What 
. never. has "mn . 8050 25 A This. 


c 


* 


"rr They ill deferve communion 

" with cheir Saviour," that are not willing 

to bear the expence of the outwatd 

elements of that comtmumon. Say that 
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ſent as well to communicate the mint 1 
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convert men to the chriſtian religion. 8 
Epangelilo, aud other teachers, wer: 
alſo given by God, and ſent by the, * 2 
Apoſtles to all dne ſevera 8 and, 2 
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1 5 "their / privileges, by any duke, knight, 
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ma any of theſe,” who offer | em- 
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= to be elected m of 5 
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ruin more morals, and corrupt more 
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to the, common-weal, 


5 8 
138 
V 8 * — 
* 


. e 8 Ent men 
1 mot be ſuppoſed to be free to male 


d ſubjects abhor a man chat offered 
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counties, conſulted their own happineſs 
and intereſt, As truly as they have ſome 
times made a_ noſe about them,. they 
might have prevented many heavy im- 
| Poſitions that they. now labour. under. 
Had they made it their buſineſs to 
; ; chuſs, worthy and- good men to repre- 
ſent them in parliament, with au 40%. 
rauce that they would ever ſupport 


: them, while - they made it their ſtudy. 


ther hand would deſpiſe every ſuch 
1 perſon as ſhould betray. the intereſt. of 
ur conſtituents, and the welfare .of bis 
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Fern ent, they might have hereby pid 
fome reſtraint upon the - venal diſpoſt- 
| tion of fuch as make a trade of felling. | 
5 55 country, for a Place or penſien un- 
der an aſpiring miniſter. The aſſurance, 
that they ſhould never again be elected 
7 by any county, city, town, or corporation, 
if they joined in bringing them under. 
any burden and flavery, would be a 
eheck npon them, to hinder them from 
going into all the fehemes of a miner 
to hurt their follow-ſubjeds. | But what 
| Have men to expect from fuch- cand. 
due, who offer themſelves to, ſerve. | 
their country, but begin with,  corrupt>.. 
ing their morals, that they. may 'remove . 
© From. their minds all fenſe of virtue, . 
dat they may the better male @ ſale... 
% their privileges... [Theſe corrupt mem. 
Gy bers of the commonwealth | know. how. 
to paeify thoſe whoſe intereſt they have... 
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elected, to make torons and cities eve! 
in drunkenneſs for ſo many days and 
weeks, and to bribe Jome few. who have 
influence to lead the reſt, After chis 
they depart to their old employment, 
with the character of THE BEST MEN 
IN THE WORLD, It requires no more 
but that they occafionally' water their 
offs, to make them true beaſts of bur- 
den, and cauſe them to ſtoop. down. 
patiently and take them on. If ſome _ 
are more obſtinate than the reſt, and 
will not be tractable enough with an 
ardinary quantity of good liquor, . . Oo 
know how to manage ſuch Ae they 
filence their noiſe with /ome gift that is 
ſuited to their diſpoſicion; {fachar's | 
character is truly applicable to the i in. 
Babitams of Britain — they are 
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they fir, eaſy under taxes, the moſt un- 
reaſonable i in the world? Are there not 
many things fitter for bearing taxation 
chan the neceſſaries of life? The pooreſt 
man that lives, cannot live without meut 
And dini, Ives and ligbi—yet he muſt 
5 pay heavy duty for the fan that ſhines 
in at his window, for the beer he drinks, 
the candle be males uſe. of, and for the 
very [fees | upon, his. fett—Thoſe who 
oppoſed the cyder_ act, and obtained the 
* thereof after it was paſt, were 
truly ent .of liberty. — They were like 
Mepthali, hinds let logſe; and not like 
Hachar, Hreng aſſes, couching down. un- 
der unreaſonable . burdens and oppreſ- 
e We have certainly as good. Tight | Ihe 
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ccοõ,ẽuZe, when. the miſtreſs is made a 
dupe to her handmaids. . It is a ſtrong 
argument of the uſefulneſs of religion, 


that. generally all men, in the time f 
8 8275 make her ow: e erl. 
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to do by force of arms, they ſome- 


times think may be done by the Deity 
without them. — Ibis is a fair, but a 


forced acknowledgment of human im- 
"ms and of iy, de Mats of the 


Deity: 


WY may” > cy been” ſaid, by. 
travellers, perhaps there are no people 
"a * world 2 do * a Deity, 
under 
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_ bad. The human mind ſeems to be 


formed for religion; on noryithſtand- 
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yet the very errors and exceſſes of | 
mankind ſhew. what way the mind 


would exerciſe herſelf, if ſhe were 
once clear of thoſe Fetters and + mand- 4s 
cles that bold her. at 
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in the <vays of righteoufne „ as there 


are to ſeduce us into the paths of error” 


and Falſbod, perhaps we would find 
matters very different from what they 
are. When civil. and religious rulers". 
are engaged in one "intereſt to ſeduce 
mankind, if the Almighty himſelf were 


not at the head of the adminiſtration, it 
Ge hard to ſay where the end might N 
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and poor, when they are in diſtreſs, 
if: they enjoy the exerciſe of their rea. 
ſon, want to bring over the Deity to 

their intereſt : but often the means 


that they -make -uſe of to accompliſh 
_ their end, deſerve to be claſſed a- 
the number of their provoca- 


tien. No. man'-ought to alk from 


God what will ruin another: for when 


the Almighty. gives a fayour to one, 
it does. not incapacitate him to give 
another man the fame, if he 'knows he 
ſtands in need of it. Curſes, above all 
things, are moſt diſagreeable to a good 
and merciful God. — What, O Balak, 


didſt thou mean, to fend for a pro 


phet to curſe a people that had n 


injured thee? Good God! . 


"ap brooms if ly Ne I che Kix 


of Modb bad power? They would be 


all deſtroyed in a moment. 
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The King of Moab muſt have been 
very ignorant of the character of that 
God that rules the univerſe, to think 
that he had not an equal good · will wt. 
the ſame works of his hands. Perba 
had been taught the doctritie of a 
and evil genius: one 


7 cufſe and another that could- bleſs,” At _ 


this time he wanted the aid of the 
genius, to diſtribute -maledi 
e he was afraid of. Fear and 
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Ka throw them upon * Almighty- 
| * his they do not ; out of hats but- 
1 . are many men in nd: works 
pn have the ſame opinion of God, 
that they. have of the Devil: that he 
is diſpoſed to do ill to them that . 1 
his enemies. Their notions of good 
and evil are meh: the ſame, and 7 aa 
Fore their. God and their Devi muſt 
Have. the ſame character. Their no: 
tions of good are, that it is fit = 
do. what they: pleaſe, without puniſhment, 
and follow. the bent of their on in⸗ 
elination wich impunity. — And they 
mean no more by evil, than puniſh- : 
ment for their offences; It is goodneſs 
| to ſuffer "them to continue as chey are, 

it is evil to interrupt them in the 


eee of their appetites and 2. 
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Eta „ 45 e Vice 


— 7 
LE 


12 


The. King of Moab ad * pro 
phet Balaam have now the character 


of ſome demon in their eye.—He muſt 


curſe Mrael, or he does nothing. What 


malignity muſt there be i in ſome men's 3 
temper, that they cannot reſt ſatisfied, 
but with the deſtruction of their fellow- 


creatures? Had thy children, Balal, 
all died in that battle where thy 1 3 
Balaam fell, and all his children be- 
riſhedd with himſelf, the world would 
have had no cauſe to lament the loſs. 


But the ws is otherwiſe. Thy off⸗ 
955 ſpring, like Pharaoh's hocufts 6, over- 


ſpread all the kingdoms! of Europe. 
From thee and th 7 prophet Balsam 
ſtateſmen have learned to curſe their 
enemies, and to alk the ald of pro, 
W * ren their cauſe. From Ba- 
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aum wharthes have taken the hint of 

devoting ſuch to eternal ueſtruc 
will not join in their common 8 
to ſupport the common. craft. Hou has 
the name of the Deity been profaned 
by malevolent invocations, to curſe thou- 

lands that have been dear in his ſight? 
The taders f ſtate and church policy 
| have ever ated upon the ſame prin- 
| ciple. What cannot be ſo eaſily ef- 
fetted by reaſon and ſtrength of argu 
ment, has often been __ = oy ; 
and church ach, 


1 is a rh 6 time „ 15. : 
Gland heed of the lie" of Jome 
Deity, and churchmen have - pretended 
intereſt enough to procure. it, yet te 
firſt have often been diſappointed, and 
the latter found to be liars. The God 
of this univerſe has. more me and 
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wickt-:mwn in the time of difficulty 


they betake themſelves therefore o 
ſome inviſible Divinity, whic their 0 

ſciences tell them fe- ub — 
Po ot 


went to curſe: their enemies, but Gd 
eee it unto a bleſſing ; not for the 


ſeek the aſſiſtance of ſome inviſible 
Deity :— they chuſe not to have it 
thought that they depend upon any 
vꝛzſeble agent. All men in the time of 
proſperity affect a ſort of independence, 
and would be Deities" If they could.” 
When diſtreſs comes upon them, _ 
are ſtimulated by pride, not to gr 
= ledge their dependance upon ſuch as” 
they have accounted their inferiors:— 
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| but Which they have ee tot 18 | 
knowledge till diſtreſs urged” them” to 
it. They only give up their no- - , , © 
tions of independence, when they can 
no longer ſupport them with any wan 
This is the moſt honourable” EE. 
|, retreating they can think on, to ac- 
| knowledge a power which they would 
willingly: ſuppoſe the reſt of mankig# | x 
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Thus We m eee at „ 
for hypocriſy : for when they find 
themſelves under ſome neceſſity to acc 
knowledge a Deity, they at the n — 
time incline to monopolize his | favour, |} 
and pretend they are 5 greateſt i. 
timates ;—when at the fame cime thy: = 
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— * own. ende . * „„ 


4 

" 1 4 

3 5 a 

x RN | 
* 7 . > 
R EY. 

| Nt g N 
2 \ . 


—__ Te —__ -- - - — 2 ˙ ons 
— — 1 adds, et Cn 2 — — 


* 5 1 x; 4 : N 2 
LS . * 1 1 —5 TE TS. OE ng R N N a pp * >>. 3 
hs 2. e BM) Avi n e 


wo 
»» 
1 
* 
0 * 
» 
* 
% 2 
1 1 
4 
3 * 
* » 


© F200 br = the that they always incline to 


make the world believe that Him. and of 
. them are very" familiar: that though a 5 
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Is -[rhemſelies, /@s Mee wich, of heaven. - | 
3 Mays were entirely ſatisfied in their 1 
5 on minds with their dependange upon 
| | God, they would make no ſecret of 
WI i but humbly, confeſs" it on every o- 
ceeaſion:— but when they want to wrap 
i: up in myſticiſm; and conceal. it under 
= 'y ve form of "divination, it till ſays they 
7M are not ſatisfied, whatever: they pre- 
tteend. It ſeems to be more the diſ- 
poſition of mankind to be Divinities, 
3 . than to ſeek after intercourſe with God. ; 
: The heathens had a ruling” propenſity y 
of «this ſort ;—the affe. cted divine bo- Y $0 
nours, and wanted to be 
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of theſe times, as 4 ta] Tara id. 
an engine of | government; was himſelf i ite 
| fefted with the ſame delufion, —He applies 
to Balaam for his aid in the time of his 
- diſtreſs. This Balaam ſeems to have 
been a man of great repute among the 
ſuperſtitious people of theſe parts. 5 
obſerved: already, that moſt likely. he 
Was one of the Eaſtern Magi, one 
who pretended intimacy with /ome Di- — 
vinity,— who needed only ſome few 
compliments paid to him, and then 
would work wonders in fayour of his 
friends. One would think that the 
Faſtemn Kings had not been very in- 
timate with r deities,” when they.. 
had ſo far to fend for a mediator :— 
perhaps in theſe times Kings had other. 
buſineſs to mind than religion, unleſs . 
upon very ſpecial. excaſions,. and were 
therefore not ſo well acquainted with 
"the, manner el addreſing the vs * 
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